
It’s All About the NUMBERS…… 
By Judy Badgley

 

I’m sure you have all heard the 

phrase “size doesn’t matter”! 
Well in some cases it really 
does. If you are talking about 
tires and wheels, size is very 
important. The size affects the 
speedometer reading, the 
odometer reading, gas mileage, 
the speed of the engine RPM’s, 
and the shift points of the 
transmission. It also affects the 
kind of take off you have from a 
stop. If you have smaller tires 
than called for, the car will take 
off faster. Now let’s talk about 
what the Hurst/Olds are 
supposed to have.  
 
1968 Hurst/Olds came with 
Goodyear Polyglas GT G70x14 
tires with a 3/8” narrow white 
wall. They were mounted on 
14” x 6” sport wheels called 
Super Stock II, option N66. 
They were painted argent gray. 
These rims had a chrome beauty 
ring and chrome center cap that 
bolted on. They DID NOT use 
the 5 chrome bezels at each 
opening. These openings were 
painted an aluminum color 
about ¼” wide. Chrome capped 
lugnuts were used.  
 

1968 tire & rim 
 

 
 

1969 Hurst/Olds came with 
Goodyear Polyglas GT F60x15 
tires with raised white letters. 
They were mounted on chrome-
edged Super Stock II, 15” x 7” 
wheels with the main part of the 
wheel painted argent gray, the 
center cap was a bolt-on style. 
These wheels were special and 
only used on the 1969 H/O. 
They used the 5 chrome bezels 
on the openings and mounted 
with chrome capped lugnuts.  
 

1969 tire & rim 
 

 
 
1972 Hurst/Olds was the 
Official Pace Car for the Indy 
500 and they came with 
Goodyear radial G60x14 
Polysteel, raised white letter 
tires. They were mounted on a 
Super Stock II, 14” x 7” rim 
painted Hurst gold. They also 
had a beauty ring and the 5 
chrome bezels on the openings, 
a bolt-on center cap and 
mounted with chrome-capped 
lugnuts.  
 
1973 Hurst/Olds came with B. 
F. Goodrich Lifesaver T/A 
GR60x14 low profile tires. 
These tires were the only legal 
street tires also approved for 
competition racing. The tires 
were mounted on Super Stock 

III rims. These rims were 14” x 
7” and used the bolt-on center 
cap, beauty ring and the 5 
bezels.  This was the first year 
you had a choice of car color 
(black or white). This was the 
only year there were 2 colors 
offered for the wheels. The 
white cars came with gold rims 
and the black cars came with 
black rims.  
 
1974 was another Indy Official 
Pace Car year for the 
Hurst/Olds. Again there were 2 
different body colors available 
on the H/O’s (black & white). 
Also available was the W30 
version with a 455 engine or a 
W25 with a 350 engine. This 
was a first for the small block 
engine and was reflective of the 
times with the high gas prices 
and oil embargo. The 1974 H/O 
was also the only year that had 
2 different size wheels 
available. The W30 version 
came with Super Stock III rims 
painted gold with a bolt-on 
center cap, beauty ring and 5 
bezels. The tires used were 
Goodyear Polyglas GT, raised 
white letter H60 x 15. The W25 
version was Goodyear Polyglas 
GT G70x14 raised white letter. 

1973-75 used the same design rim 

 
1975 tire 



1975 Hurst/Olds returned to one 
rim and one tire (actually 4 plus 
a spare per car!) even though 
you could still order a 455 or 
350 engine and you could order 
a white car or a black car. All of 
the rims were 14” x 7”, Super 
Stock III painted gold with pop-
on center cap, beauty ring and 5 
bezels. The tires were Goodyear 
GT Steel-belted radial 
HR70x14 raised white letters. 
 
 
 
1979 Hurst/Olds was still 
available in either black or 
white body color, but the look 
of the rims changed. They used 
an aluminum sport rim, option 
N78, which was 14” x 7”. The 
tires were a different story. The 
size was a P205/70R14, the 
problem came with the brand. 
There was a nation-wide rubber 
strike happening. Tires were at 
a premium and a lot of cars (not 
just Oldsmobiles) were having 
problems getting tires. Many 
were delivered with out a spare 
tire (even though they utillized 
the space saver spare) with a 
promise that they would receive 
a spare when they were 
available. The Hursts had 
Goodyear and Uniroyal brands 
for sure, but it has been reported 
that there was also B. F. 
Goodrich tires used. 
 

1979 tire & rim 
 

 
 
 

The 1983 and 1984 made life 
simple Both years were the 
same. They used 15” x 7” 
chrome sport rims, option N83, 
with flat gray (argent) in the 
center, red accent stripe on the 
chrome edge and a pop-on 
center cap. The tires were 
Goodyear Eagle GT raised 
“outlined” white letter 
P215/65R15 radials.  
 

1983 &1984 tire & rim 
 

 
 
 

The final year of Hurst/Olds the 
1988 and Aero cars were at the 
discretion of Oldsmobile and 
the buyer. These cars came with 
whatever you wanted and Olds 
offered. Many have been 
changed to reflect the owners’ 
imagination for the car.  
 
While you were reading this 
you may have been confused 
about the Super Stock wheels, I 
know I was. Why would the 
same term apply to a wheel that 
could be either 14” or 15” in the 
same year? And then change 
from a bolt-on center cap and to 
a pop-on center cap, and keep 
the same designation. The 
difference is in the color the 
wheels were painted rather than 
a difference in the actual wheel. 
The Super Stock II wheels were 
painted the argent gray and the 
Super Stock III wheels were 
painted to match the body color. 
If you look at what was used on 
the 72 H/O, you see they had 

the argent gray, Super Stock II 
designation. Olds did not have 
the gold paint, Hurst painted the 
wheels as part of the 
conversion.  
 
As for size making a difference. 
These wheels all have the same 
bolt pattern so all will bolt on to 
the car. The differences will be 
in accuracy of the guages, 
performance, ride height, and 
appearance. Most of the 
information in this article came 
from the H/OCA Research 
Library and various 
publications. However, special 
thanks go to Kevin Korff, 
Fusick Automotive, Ashley 
Jones and the Badgley men for 
their help.   


